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Commonly portrayed in Civil War literature as a bungling general who disgraced himself at Fort Donelson,
Gideon Johnson Pillow (1806-78) is one of the most controversial military figures of nineteenth-century
America. In this first full-length biography, Nat Hughes and Roy Stonesifer take a fresh look at Pillow,
calling attention to his prominent role in many of the major conflicts of his day. Pillow was one of
Tennessee's wealthiest planters and lawyers as well as an influential broker in national politics. His
friendship with fellow Tennessean James K. Polk brought Pillow a generalship in the Mexican War, where
he served under Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor and antagonized the military establishment with his
recklessness and self-promotion. Following the war, Pillow attempted to capitalize on his notoriety as the
"hero of Chapultepec" by reentering Democratic party politics. Despite his efforts on behalf of Franklin
Pierce, he was unsuccessful in his bid for the vice presidency and the Senate. With the outbreak of the Civil
War, Pillow again sought the public stage. His organization of what would become the Army of Tennessee
placed him at the forefront of the Confederate war effort. But he was bested by Ulysses S. Grant at Belmont
and then suffered disaster at Fort Donelson. Following these defeats, he spent the remainder of the war
directing Confederate conscription in the West and leading Confederate cavalry forces. As a result of his role
at Fort Donelson, Pillow has been dismissed as a political general with destructive military ambitions.
Hughes and Stonesifer argue that such a judgment fails to consider the many contributions made by the
dynamic planter-lawyer. They point outPillow's organizational abilities (evidenced before and after
Donelson), his standing with distinguished peers such as Joseph Johnston and Braxton Bragg, and his
continuing service as an infantry and cavalry leader.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Life and Wars of Gideon J. Pillow (Civil War America).

Bryce Adams:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When
you read this The Life and Wars of Gideon J. Pillow (Civil War America), you can tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Roy Stoudt:

This The Life and Wars of Gideon J. Pillow (Civil War America) is new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Life and Wars of Gideon
J. Pillow (Civil War America) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes
I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

Omar Lamm:

You can get this The Life and Wars of Gideon J. Pillow (Civil War America) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways



for you.
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