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Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return examines the retrospective logic that informs
contemporary queer thinking; specifically the narrative return to the 1950s in post-1990s queer and LGBT
culture in the United States. The term “Queer Retrosexuality” marks the intersection between retrospective
thinking and queerness—to illustrate not only how to “queer” retrospection, but also how retrospection, in
some senses can be thought of as always already queer. This book examines the historical possibilities that
inform the narrative return to the 1950s in queer cultural and literary productions such as Samuel Delany’s
The Motion of Light in Water, Todd Haynes’s Far from Heaven, Sarah Schulman’s Shimmer, and Mark
Merlis’s American Studies—all texts that return to a traumatic past marked by shame, exile, and persecution.
Queer Retrosexualities inquires into what motivates the return in these texts to a historical moment informed
by the bruises and wounds of history; but more importantly, it poses the question of how such a turn
backwards could be theorized as reparative or even hopeful. This book shows how the framework of queer
retrospection offers new ways of understanding history and culture, of reformulating disciplines and
institutions, and of rethinking traditional modes of political activism and knowledge production. Even while
it seems counterproductive to return to a historical moment that is marked by the persecution of sexual and
racial minorities, the book examines how a shared feeling of relationality and community produced by the
exile of shame shapes the political value of queer retrosexualities. The retrospective return to the 1950s
allows queer thinking to move away from the commodification of queer culture in the present that
masquerades as progress. Thus, the book theorizes how traumatic history becomes a valuable resource for
the political project of assembling collective memory as the base materials for imagining a different—and
more queer—future.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Queer Retrosexualities: The
Politics of Reparative Return? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Bradley Loy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Queer
Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Miguel Willis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Joan Davis:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Queer
Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return. You can more appealing than now.
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