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Almost two decades after the Vietnam War, most Americans remain convinced that U.S. prisoners are still
being held captive in Southeast Asia, and many even accuse the government of concealing their existence.
But as H. Bruce Franklin demonstrates in his startling investigation, there is no plausible basis for the belief
in live POWs. Through scrupulous research, he shows for the first time how this illusion was fabricated and
then converted into a powerful myth. Franklin reveals that in 1969 the Nixon administration, aided by
militant pro-war forces, manufactured the POW/MIA issue to deflect attention from American atrocities in
Vietnam, to undermine the burgeoning anti-war movement, and to stymie the Paris peace talks, resulting in
the prolongation of the Vietnam War for another four years. Successive administrations, in an effort to
mobilize public support for their continued economic and political warfare against Vietnam, asserted the
possibility of live POWs at great emotional cost to both family members of the missing and countless
Americans distressed about the fate of those supposedly left behind in Indochina. Born of political
expediency, the POW/MIA issue was transformed in the 1980s into a potent myth. American culture was
transfigured as movies and novels designed to reimage the Vietnam War turned the imagined post-war
POWs into crucial symbols of betrayed American manhood and honor. Finally the myth began to turn
against its creators when many Americans became convinced that the government itself was conspiring to
betray the missing men. As he traces the evolution of the POW/MIA myth, Franklin not only exposes it as an
elaborate hoax at the highest levels of government, butalso explains why the myth has penetrated to the heart
of American life. By confronting the true tragedy of the missing in Vietnam, Franklin helps us to understand
how to heal the terrible psychological and spiritual wounds of the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

The experience that you get from MIA, or Mythmaking in America may be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to recognise but MIA, or Mythmaking in America giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this MIA, or Mythmaking in
America instantly.

Lawrence Gregory:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book MIA, or Mythmaking in America was filled in relation to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Floyd Lipp:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book MIA, or Mythmaking in America was
colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book MIA, or Mythmaking in America
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading this.

Tony Jacobson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book MIA, or Mythmaking in
America to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book
and examine it. Beside that the book MIA, or Mythmaking in America can to be your brand-new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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