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A riveting true crime story that vividly recounts the birth of modern forensics.

At the end of the nineteenth century, serial murderer Joseph Vacher, known and feared as “The Killer of
Little Shepherds,” terrorized the French countryside. He eluded authorities for years—until he ran up against
prosecutor Emile Fourquet and Dr. Alexandre Lacassagne, the era’s most renowned criminologist. The two
men—intelligent and bold—typified the Belle Époque, a period of immense scientific achievement and
fascination with science’s promise to reveal the secrets of the human condition.

With high drama and stunning detail, Douglas Starr revisits Vacher’s infamous crime wave, interweaving the
story of how Lacassagne and his colleagues were developing forensic science as we know it. We see one of
the earliest uses of criminal profiling, as Fourquet painstakingly collects eyewitness accounts and constructs
a map of Vacher’s crimes. We follow the tense and exciting events leading to the murderer’s arrest. And we
witness the twists and turns of the trial, celebrated in its day. In an attempt to disprove Vacher’s defense by
reason of insanity, Fourquet recruits Lacassagne, who in the previous decades had revolutionized criminal
science by refining the use of blood-spatter evidence, systematizing the autopsy, and doing groundbreaking
research in psychology. Lacassagne’s efforts lead to a gripping courtroom denouement.

The Killer of Little Shepherds is an important contribution to the history of criminal justice, impressively
researched and thrillingly told.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science.

Vivian Obrien:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Killer of Little
Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Patricia French:

The publication untitled The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic
Science is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Killer of
Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of Forensic Science from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Jodi Dunn:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Killer of Little Shepherds: A True Crime Story and the Birth of
Forensic Science this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's
why this book acceptable all of you.
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