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In his probing study of the role of death rites in the making of Islamic society, Leor Halevi imaginatively
plays prescriptive texts against material culture and advances new ways of interpreting highly contested
sources. His original research reveals that religious scholars of the early Islamic period produced codes of
funerary law not only to define the handling of a Muslim corpse but also to transform everyday urban
practices. Relying on oral traditions, these scholars established new social patterns in the cities of Arabia,
Mesopotamia, and the eastern Mediterranean. They distinguished Islamic rites from Christian, Jewish, and
Zoroastrian rites and changed the way men and women interacted publicly and privately.

In each chapter Halevi explores a different layer of human interaction, following the movement of the corpse
from the deathbed to the grave. In the process he analyzes the real and imaginary relationships between
husbands and wives, prayer leaders and mourners, and even dreamers and the dead. He describes how
Muslims wailed for the deceased, prepared corpses for burial, marched in funerary processions, and prayed
for the dead, highlighting the specific economic and political factors involved in these rituals as well as key
religious and sexual divisions.

Offering a unique perspective on the making of Islamic social and religious ideals during this early period,
Halevi forges a fascinating link between the development of funerary rites and the efforts of an emerging
religion to carve out its own, distinct identity. Muhammad's Grave is a groundbreaking history of the rise of
Islam and the roots of contemporary Muslim attitudes toward the body and society.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Muhammad's Grave:
Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

George Finch:

The particular book Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after perusing this book.

Angelita Estes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic
Society giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Regina Noble:

This Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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