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Much domestic violence literature has called attention to the fact that women's material needs for shelter,
daycare, employment, and legal protection may render them helpless to leave toxic relationships. Yet, even
with the provision of these, many women remain tightly wound in their abusers' embrace. In Cupid's Knife:
Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships, Abby Stein draws on the gripping narratives of
physically and emotionally abused women to illuminate how splitting off their own aggression undermines
women's agency, making it almost impossible for them to leave violent partners. Psychology, with its focus
on 'managing' men's anger in violent relationships, has had little to offer in the way of substantive critical
work with women on the identification, integration and constructive use of a range of darker emotions
typically labelled as antithetical to the norms for female behaviour.

In this book, Abby Stein shows that although a number of psychological processes that contribute to the
intractability of abusive relationships have been identified – such as trauma bonding and learned helplessness
– their recognition has offered no clinical pathway out of the abyss. Stein suggests that our attention to other
aspects of the internal world, the relational framework, and the cultural context in which both operate, may
be more useful than current interventions in determining individual treatments that break the oft-cited 'cycle
of violence'. More globally, Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships jumpstarts a
provocative conversation about how female aggression can be repurposed as a catalyst for social change. It
will be essential reading for psychoanalysts, psychologists, psychiatrists, sociologists, criminologists,
students and the lay reader with an interest in clinical treatment, interpersonal psychoanalysis, domestic
violence, gender roles, dissociation and aggression.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

The ability that you get from Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships
(Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book
Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships (Psychoanalysis in a New Key
Book Series) instantly.

Carolyn Fletcher:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book
Series), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a guide.

Lynnette Cash:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their
book. One of them is this Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships
(Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series).

Robert Lee:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make



anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Cupid's Knife: Women's Anger and Agency in Violent Relationships
(Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use
for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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