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What historical realities lie behind the birth of Jesus and the description of the Holy Family by the
evangelists? In this book, controversial New Testament scholar Gerd Lüdemann investigates all of the
references to Jesus' birth and the Holy Family in the writings of the earliest church and rival Jewish sources.
He discusses what the New Testament Christmas stories set out to say, reconstructs the traditions used in
them, and answers the question of what really happened at Jesus' birth.Anti-Christian polemic stigmatized
Jesus as a child born out of wedlock and branded his mother a sinner. The Christian myth of the virgin birth,
Professor Ludemann argues, maintains the structures of stigmatization, denying the right of women to sexual
and cultural self-determination. Instead of taking Mary seriously as a woman of our time and therefore also
taking seriously women in our time, he says, many churches today continue to ignore the often damaging
consequences of the myth of Mary for believing men and women.Gerd Lüedemann is Professor of New
Testament at the University of Gottingen.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Virgin Birth?: The Real
Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Harold Hutchison:

The ability that you get from Virgin Birth?: The Real Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus is a more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Virgin Birth?: The Real Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Virgin Birth?: The
Real Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus instantly.

Teresa Bradshaw:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Virgin Birth?: The Real Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Mason Childress:

The book untitled Virgin Birth?: The Real Story of Mary and Her Son Jesus contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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