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Dreambooks in Byzantium offers for the first time in English translation and with commentary six of the
seven extant Byzantine oneirocritica, or manuals on the interpretation of dreams. (The seventh, The
Oneirocriticon of Achmet ibn Sereim was published previously by the author.) Dreams permeated all aspects
of Byzantine culture, from religion to literature to everyday life, while the interpretation of the future through
dreams was done by professionals (emperors had their own) or through oneirocritica. Dreambooks were
written and attributed to famous patriarchs, biblical personages, and emperors, to fictitious writers and
interpreters, or were copied and published anonymously. Two types of dreambooks were produced: short
prose or verse manuals, with the dreams usually listed alphabetically by symbol; and long treatises with
subject matter arranged according to topics and with elaborate dream theory. The manuals were meant for a
popular audience, mainly readers of the middle and lower classes; their content deals with concerns like
family, sickness and health, poverty and wealth, treachery by friends, fear of authorities, punishment and
honor-concerns, in other words, that pertain to the individual dreamer, not to the state or a cult. The
dreambook writers drew upon various sources in Classical and Islamic literature, oral and written Byzantine
materials, and, perhaps, their own oneirocritic practices. Much of the source-material was pagan in origin
and, therefore, needed to be reworked into a Christianized context, with many interpretations given a
Christian coloring. For each dreambook the author provides a commentary focusing on analyses of the
interpretations assigned to each dream-symbol; historical, social, and cultural discussions of the dreams and
interpretations; linguistic, lexical, and grammatical issues; and cross-references with Achmet, Artemidorus,
and the other Bzyantine dreambooks. There are also introductory chapters on Byzantine dream
interpretation; the authors, their dates, and sources; the manuscripts of the dreambooks; and a lengthy
discussion of the contribution of these dreambooks to psychohistory, cultural history, historical sociology,
and gender studies. The book is unique in that it offers a full study, through translation and commentary, of
the oneirocritica to a wide audience - Byzantinists, Arabists, cultural historians, medievalists (several of the
Byzantine dreambooks were translated into Latin and became fundamental dream-texts throughout the
Middle Ages), and psychohistorians, all of whom will find the book useful in their study of dreams,
transmission of Arabic sources by Byzantine authors, and cultural anthropology. Together with the
Oneirocriticon of Achmet, it offers a complete study of dream-interpretation in medieval Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Dreambooks in
Byzantium book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Milford Garrett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is actually Dreambooks in Byzantium.

Courtney Cook:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Dreambooks
in Byzantium offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Lurline Silvester:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Dreambooks in Byzantium can give you a lot of friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dreambooks in Byzantium.
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