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Here, between the covers of one capacious book, is an illustrated summary of all the creatures that have ever
lived, a vast compendium of earth's current and former inhabitants in all their dazzling and infinite diversity.
Colin Tudge argues that we are entering a new phase of biology in which, for the first time, biologists are
achieving profound insight into life's true diversity and developing the tools to keep track of it. The Variety
of Life heralds this new phase. The first part of the book describes why biologists now feel that there could
have been as many as 4,000 billion species on Earth since life began. It then discusses the need for
classification, beginning with the most basic principles--the strictly practical classification of fishmongers
and foresters, who speak of "shellfish" and differentiate "hardwood" from "softwood"--and moves on to
explore the intriguing deliberations of the modern "transformed cladists" and the novel contributions of
molecular genetics. Part II describes the creatures themselves. It is divided into 24 sections, each describing a
different group, illustrated by nearly 50 double-page spreads which present genealogical "trees" that
summarize the evolutionary relationships between the creatures in each group. Some sections describe large,
comprehensive groups such as the kingdoms of the Animals or the Plants. Others treat similar sub-groups in
more detail, such as the Mammals, a class, or the Hominids, a family. In lively and accessible prose, all the
significant groups of creatures--both alive and extinct--are described and their relationships clarified.
For general readers and serious biologists alike, The Variety of Life offers an unprecedented storehouse of
knowledge of life on earth.
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From reader reviews:

William Jimenes:

This book untitled The Variety of Life: A Survey and a Celebration of All the Creatures that Have Ever
Lived to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from
your list.

Dennis Jenkins:

This The Variety of Life: A Survey and a Celebration of All the Creatures that Have Ever Lived is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or
we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Variety of Life: A Survey and a Celebration of All the Creatures
that Have Ever Lived in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Nathan Weaver:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Variety of Life: A Survey and a
Celebration of All the Creatures that Have Ever Lived can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Deanna Jackson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book The Variety of Life: A Survey and a Celebration of All the Creatures
that Have Ever Lived was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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