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Shortlisted for the 2011 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award

In luminous prose, award-winning author Yiyun Li weaves together the lives of unforgettable characters who
are forced to make moral choices, and choices for survival, in China in the late 1970s. 

As morning dawns on the provincial city of Muddy River, a spirited young woman, Gu Shan, once a devoted
follower of Chairman Mao, has renounced her faith in Communism. Now a political prisoner, she is to be
executed for her dissent. While Gu Shan’s distraught mother makes bold decisions, her father begins to
retreat into memories. Neither of them imagines that their daughter’s death will have profound and far-
reaching effects, in Muddy River and beyond. Among the characters affected are Kai, a beautiful radio
announcer who is married to a man from a powerful family; Tong, a lonely seven-year-old boy; and Nini, a
hungry young girl. Beijing is being rocked by the Democratic Wall Movement, an anti-Communist
groundswell designed to move the country toward a more enlightened and open society, but the government
backlash will be severe.

In this spellbinding novel, the brilliant Yiyun Li gives us a powerful and beautiful portrait of human courage
and despair in dramatic times.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their
book. One of them is this The Vagrants: A Novel.

Mack Washburn:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Vagrants: A Novel the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The Vagrants: A
Novel giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Grays:

This The Vagrants: A Novel is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it
facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Vagrants: A Novel in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Mary Gilbert:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Vagrants: A Novel to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication The
Vagrants: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of that time.
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