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In this remarkable and engaging book, William LeoGrande offers the first comprehensive history of U.S.
foreign policy toward Central America in the waning years of the Cold War. From the overthrow of the
Somoza dynasty in Nicaragua and the outbreak of El Salvador's civil war in the late 1970s to the final
regional peace settlements negotiated a decade later, he chronicles the dramatic struggles--in Washington
and Central America--that shaped the region's destiny.
For good or ill, LeoGrande argues, Central America's fate hinged on decisions that were subject to intense
struggles among, and within, Congress, the CIA, the Pentagon, the State Department, and the White House--
decisions over which Central Americans themselves had little influence. Like the domestic turmoil unleashed
by Vietnam, he says, the struggle over Central America was so divisive that it damaged the fabric of
democratic politics at home. It inflamed the tug-of-war between Congress and the executive branch over
control of foreign policy and ultimately led to the Iran-contra affair, the nation's most serious political crisis
since Watergate.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Davenport:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Our Own Backyard: The United States in Central America, 1977-1992, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Steven Thomas:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is actually Our Own Backyard: The United States in Central America, 1977-
1992. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Patrice Reese:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Our Own Backyard: The United States in Central America, 1977-1992. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Lillian Thrasher:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Our Own Backyard: The United States in Central America, 1977-1992 we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book Our Own Backyard: The United States in Central America, 1977-1992. You can more pleasing
than now.
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