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The story of the African American contributions to the symphonic jazz vogue of the 1920s through the
1940s.

During the early decades of the twentieth century symphonic jazz involved an expansive family of music that
emulated, paralleled, and intersected the jazz tradition. Though now largely forgotten, symphonic jazz was
both a popular music---arranging tradition and a repertory of hybrid concert works, both of which reveled in
the mildly irreverent interbreeding of white and black and high and low music. While the roots of symphonic
jazz can be traced to certain black ragtime orchestras of the teens, the idiom came to maturation in the music
of 1920s white dance bands.

Through a close examination of the music of Duke Ellington and James P. Johnson, Ellington Uptown
uncovers compositions that have usually fallen in the cracks between concert music, jazz, and popular music.
It also places the concert works of these two iconic figures in context through an investigation both of related
compositions by black and white peers and of symphonic jazz---style arrangements from a diverse number of
early sound films, Broadway musicals, Harlem nightclub floor shows, and select interwar radio programs.

Both Ellington and Johnson were part of a close-knit community of several generations of Harlem musicians.
Older figures like Will Marion Cook, Will Vodery, W. C. Handy, and James Reese Europe were the
generation of black musicians that initially broke New York entertainment's racial barriers in the first two
decades of the century. By the 1920s, Cook, Vodery, and Handy had become mentors to Harlem's younger
musicians. This generational connection is a key for understanding Johnson’s and Ellington's ambitions to
use the success of Harlem's white-oriented entertainment trade as a springboard for establishing a black
concert music tradition based on Harlem jazz and popular music.

John Howland is Assistant Professor of Music at Rutgers University and the cofounder and current editor-in-
chief of the journal Jazz Perspectives. This work has been supported through several prestigious awards,
including the Lloyd Hibberd Publication Endowment Fund of the American Musicological Society.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Mueller:

This book untitled Ellington Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P. Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz (Jazz
Perspectives) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from
your list.

Matthew Thompson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Ellington
Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P. Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz (Jazz Perspectives).

Mary Moore:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Ellington Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P.
Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz (Jazz Perspectives) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Mary Tobin:

Ellington Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P. Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz (Jazz Perspectives) can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Ellington Uptown: Duke Ellington, James P. Johnson, and the Birth of Concert Jazz
(Jazz Perspectives) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based



confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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