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Because every literary image is also a mental image, and because every mental image is a representation of
an absent entity, Christopher Collins argues, imagination is a poiesis, a making-up, an act of play for both
author and reader. In a book that stands at the intersection of poetic theory and cognitive psychology, Collins
considers the processes by which language mediates mental images to make this play possible. The Poetics
of the Mind's Eye examines the relation of mind to eye, or of mental imagination to visual perception.

This work offers an analysis of the reading act that is at once elegant and profound. It covers an enormous
body of material—from contemporary hermeneutics to studies in memory and perception—and applies the
resulting observations with brilliance to a range of poetry, ancient and modern.

The heart of the study consists of Collins's original delineation and application of six "cognitive modes" of
reading: perception, retrospection, assertion, introspection, expectation, and judgment. In addition, Collins
considers the impact of the movement from oral to print-literate culture, examines the work of seventeenth-
and eighteenth-century empirical philosophers on the nature and power of the imagination, and explores the
ways in which nineteenth- and twentieth-century literary theorists, linguists, and psychologists are heirs to
this empirical tradition.

The Poetics of the Mind's Eye will be of interest to students and scholars of literary theory and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Poetics of the
Mind's Eye: Literature and the Psychology of Imagination is kind of book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Robert Maselli:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some
books. On the list of books in the top record in your reading list is actually The Poetics of the Mind's Eye:
Literature and the Psychology of Imagination. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Brandi Huff:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book The Poetics of the Mind's Eye: Literature and the Psychology of Imagination we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The
Poetics of the Mind's Eye: Literature and the Psychology of Imagination. You can more pleasing than now.

Rex Oswald:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Poetics of the Mind's Eye: Literature and the Psychology of Imagination when you needed
it?
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