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From the acclaimed author of Birdmen comes a revelatory new history of the birth of the automobile,
an illuminating and entertaining true tale of invention, competition, and the visionaries, hustlers, and
swindlers who came together to transform the world.

In 1900, the Automobile Club of America sponsored the nation’s first car show in New York’s Madison
Square Garden. The event was a spectacular success, attracting seventy exhibitors and nearly fifty thousand
visitors. Among the spectators was  an obscure would-be automaker named Henry Ford, who walked the
floor speaking with designers and engineers, trying to gauge public enthusiasm for what was then a
revolutionary invention. His conclusion: the automobile was going to be a fixture in American society, both
in the city and on the farm—and would make some people very rich. None, he decided, more than he.

Drive! is the most complete account to date of the wild early days of the auto age. Lawrence Goldstone tells
the fascinating story of how the internal combustion engine, a “theory looking for an application,” evolved
into an innovation that would change history. Debunking many long-held myths along the way, Drive! shows
that the creation of the automobile was not the work of one man, but very much a global effort. Long before
anyone had heard of Henry Ford, men with names like Benz, Peugeot, Renault, and Daimler were building
and marketing  the world’s first cars.

Goldstone breathes life into an extraordinary cast of characters: the inventors and engineers who crafted
engines small enough to use on a “horseless carriage”; the financiers who risked everything for their visions;
the first racers—daredevils who pushed rickety, untested vehicles to their limits; and such visionary lawyers
as George Selden, who fought for and won the first patent for the gasoline-powered automobile. Lurking
around every corner is Henry Ford, a brilliant innovator and an even better marketer, a tireless promoter of
his products—and of himself.

With a narrative as propulsive as its subject, Drive! plunges us headlong into a time unlike any in history,
when near-manic innovation, competition, and consumerist zeal coalesced to change the way the world
moved.

Advance praise for Drive!

“A wonderful, story-filled saga of the early days of the auto age . . . Readers will be swept up in his vivid re-
creation of a bygone era. . . . ‘Horse Is Doomed,’ read one headline in 1895. This highly readable popular
history tells why.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred reviews)

“A splendid dissection of the Selden/Ford patent face-off and its place in automotive historiography, this
work will be enjoyed by business, legal, transportation, social, and intellectual historians; general readers;
and all libraries.”—Library Journal (starred review)
 
“This book contains the great names in automotive history—the Dodge brothers, Barney Oldfield, all the
French (they seemed, until Ford, to lead the Americans in development of the vehicle)—and it is fascinating.



. . . An engaging new take on the history of technological innovation.”—Booklist

“Business history as you have never read it before. Lawrence Goldstone tells the tale of the important but
now forgotten legal fight over the patent for the automobile. With more plot twists than a murder mystery
and a cast of well-known industrial titans, Drive! takes the reader down the road from the dawning age of the
automobile, when Henry Ford’s dream almost turned into a nightmare.”—James McGrath Morris, author
of Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, Print, and Power
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Kester:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Drive!: Henry Ford, George Selden, and the Race to Invent
the Auto Age. Try to make book Drive!: Henry Ford, George Selden, and the Race to Invent the Auto Age as
your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Nancy Hunt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Drive!: Henry Ford, George Selden, and the Race to Invent the Auto Age.

Harry Fulford:

Typically the book Drive!: Henry Ford, George Selden, and the Race to Invent the Auto Age has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Lyla Jackson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Drive!: Henry Ford, George Selden, and the Race to Invent the Auto Age. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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