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In the 1970s the USMC bought the AV-8A Harrier from the UK to test V/STOL concepts for close air
support. A successful funding battle was subsequently fought in the 1980s to secure military, political and
economic support to expand this concept to develop and field the second generation AV-8B Harrier II from
the late 1980s onward. The AV-8B was, and still is, the only tactical aircraft that could deploy with Marine
forces on amphibious assault ships and provide air cover and close air support separate from large deck
aircraft carriers. When Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 1990, a coalition of nations launched Operation Desert
Shield in order to defend Saudi Arabia. The Harrier II was among the first tactical air assets to be deployed
to the region to support ground forces in their efforts to halt the advance of Iraqi forces at the border with
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. During Operation Desert Storm, the five units flying the AV-8B in-theatre became
some of the top tactical squadrons of choice by air mission planners for allied battlefield preparation and
close air support. This was due to the AV-8B's capabilities, proximity to the battle zone and the proven
abilities of Marine pilots and forward air controllers, who were closely integrated with ground forces and
knew their business so well. The untold story of the AV-8B in this conflict is vividly brought to life by the
author through firsthand accounts and period photography sourced from those that were there, as well as
official archives. This is planned to be the first of three volumes on USMC Harrier IIs in combat, with
follow-on titles covering the jet's operations in Iraq in 2003-08 and Afghanistan in 2001-2009.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Burke:

Often the book AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) has
a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ronald Stallings:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking AV-8B Harrier II Units of
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people
to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) become your current starter.

Helen Tate:

Beside this kind of AV-8B Harrier II Units of Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have AV-8B Harrier II Units of
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (Combat Aircraft) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
now!
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