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The face of Islam currently visible to the West bears the features of orthodoxy, fundamentalism, the so-
called "new anti-Semitism," and political terrorism. Images of inter-ethnic bloodshed in Iraq, bellicose
Iranian posturing, Al-Qaeda training camps, and zealot suicide bombers are the basic grammar of such
perception. While not entirely untrue, this portrayal of Islam also emanates from the 'villain hunger' of the
West, a hunger that has increased since the fall of the USSR. The false equation of 'Muslim' with 'Arab' has
also created stereotypes and ambiguities.

The fact is that most Muslims of the world are not Arab and many Arabs are not Muslims. Indeed the people,
culture, traditions, and even religious practices of Islam are highly varied and complex. Its belief systems
range from the austere Wahabbi rigidity to lyrical Sufi mysticism. Its cultural fabric includes the dark spots
of suppression of women on the one hand and breathtakingly beautiful fibers of calligraphy, architecture, rug
weaving, and romantic poetry on the other hand.

Attempting to advance knowledge about Islam and to create the possibility of a dialogue between Islam and
psychoanalysis, The Crescent and the Couch brings together a distinguished panel of Muslim and non-
Muslim contributors from the fields of history, religion, anthropology, politics, and psychoanalysis. Together
these authors highlight the world-changing contributions of prominent Muslim figures, and elucidate the
encounter of Islam with Christianity, Judaism, and Hinduism. Moving on to matters of family, individual
personality formation, human sexuality, and religious identity, they also address clinical issues that arise in
the treatment of Muslim patients as well as the technical work of Muslim psychoanalysts.

The book thus becomes a literary ambassador of sorts, bridging the conceptual gap between psychoanalytic
theory on the one hand and Islamic conceptualizations of life on the other. It is a work of synthesis at its best
and since bringing diverse thin
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From reader reviews:

Jason Nunez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam
and Psychoanalysis has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-
Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and
Psychoanalysis. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

William Mayer:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
cover may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between
Islam and Psychoanalysis why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

George Degregorio:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. The Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Kimberly Wheatley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Crescent and the Couch: Cross-Currents Between Islam and Psychoanalysis provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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