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Melding literary, philosophical, and political — as well as musical — influences in his works, Richard
Wagner (1813–83) brought the expressive power of German romantic opera to new heights — indeed, his
music was its crowning glory. George Bernard Shaw, a critic not given to hyperbole, acknowledged
Wagner's preeminent status in The Perfect Wagnerite: "He was the summit of the nineteenth-century school
of dramatic music."
In Der Ring des Nibelungen, Wagner drew on a medieval German epic, the Nibelungenlied, and Norse
mythology to create a new synthesis of music and drama on the largest scale. Of the four works in the Ring
cycle, Götterdämmerung is perhaps the grandest and most sweeping of all. Although it is the final work in
the series, the opera was actually first sketched out by Wagner in 1848, under the title Siegfrieds Tod. As it
turned out, dramaturgic difficulties forced the composer to expand the tragedy of Siegfried into the four-part
Ring. In 1851 he amplified Siegfrieds Tod with Der junge Siegfried (later Siegfried), and the following year
wrote the texts of Die Walküre and Das Rheingold. In effect, the text of the Ring cycle was written in reverse
order.
Wagner began composing the musical drafts of Götterdämmerung in 1869. Five years later, the work was
complete — the capstone of an epic masterpiece that aroused near-religious fervor among its devotees. Shaw
opined of the Ring as a whole: "The musical fabric is enormously elaborate and gorgeous," while Grove's
Dictionary offers this comment on the special appeal of Götterdämmerung: "It is in the epic and reflective
passages of Götterdämmerung, the narratives and orchestral epic of the Funeral March, that there unfurls that
'associative magic' praised so highly by Thomas Mann."
Götterdämmerung has never been available in the United States in full operatic score — until now. Reprinted
directly from the rare 1877 first edition, this is the score that Wagner himself approved with the
instrumentation he intended. Except for the original title page, the German-language front matter has been
omitted in this edition for reasons of space and replaced by an English translation.
New admirers of Wagner, opera enthusiasts, and all music lovers can savor the full heroic impact of this
majestic musical achievement in Dover's characteristically inexpensive, superbly produced edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Gotterdammerung
in Full Score? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Lucille Roller:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Gotterdammerung in Full Score is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Denise Church:

This book untitled Gotterdammerung in Full Score to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Don Numbers:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Gotterdammerung in Full Score was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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