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Although Americans generally think that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is focused only on
preventing terrorism, one office within that agency has a humanitarian mission. Its Asylum Office
adjudicates applications from people fleeing persecution in their homelands. Lives in the Balance is a careful
empirical analysis of how Homeland Security decided these asylum cases over a recent fourteen-year period.
 
Day in and day out, asylum officers make decisions with life-or-death consequences: determining which
applicants are telling the truth and are at risk of persecution in their home countries, and which are ineligible
for refugee status in America. In Lives in the Balance, the authors analyze a database of 383,000 cases
provided to them by the government in order to better understand the effect on grant rates of a host of factors
unrelated to the merits of asylum claims, including the one-year filing deadline, whether applicants entered
the United States with a visa, whether applicants had dependents, whether they were represented, how many
asylum cases their adjudicator had previously decided, and whether or not their adjudicator was a lawyer.
The authors also examine the degree to which decisions were consistent among the eight regional asylum
offices and within each of those offices. The authors’ recommendations, including repeal of the one-year
deadline, would improve the adjudication process by reducing the impact of non-merits factors on asylum
decisions. If adopted by the government, these proposals would improve the accuracy of outcomes for those
whose lives hang in the balance.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Howard:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Lives in the Balance: Asylum
Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Robert Prather:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the
Department of Homeland Security has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication
by the Department of Homeland Security is not only giving you much more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship while using book Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of
Homeland Security. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Katie Grossi:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of
Homeland Security it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book features high quality.

Carolyn Hoar:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
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