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Do you believe in God? Nine out of ten Americans unhesitatingly answer yes. But for Douglas Porpora, the
real questions begin where pollsters leave off. What, he asks, does religious belief actually mean in our
lives? Does it shape our identities and our actions? Or, despite our professions of faith, are we morally
adrift?
Landscapes of the Soul paints a disturbing picture of American spiritual life. In his search for answers to his
questions, Porpora interviewed clerks and executives, Jews, evangelical Christians, Buddhists, Taoists, and
even followers of Bhagwan Sri Rajneesh. He asked them about God, and about what they saw as their own
place in the universe. What he found was a widespread inability to articulate any grand meaning of life. We
lack heroes to inspire us. We lack a sense of calling, of transcendent purpose in our existence. Many of us
seem incapable of caring deeply about the suffering of others. Our society is permeated with moral
indifference. Yes, we are a believing people, but God is often a distant abstraction and rarely an emotional
presence in our lives. Only such an emotional connection, Porpora argues, can be the basis of a genuine
moral vision.
Our emotional estrangement from God and the sacred keeps us from caring about social justice, keeps us
from wanting to change the world, keeps us enclosed in our own private worlds. Landscapes of the Soul is a
passionate call to broaden our spiritual and moral horizons, to raise our eyes to the greater reality that unites
us all.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral
Meaning in American Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important some sort of book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in
American Life. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Karen Chan:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of
Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life content conveys the idea easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you nonetheless thinking Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Linda Banks:

Typically the book Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life will bring that you
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Landscapes of the Soul: The
Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Susannah Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral
Meaning in American Life or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Landscapes of the Soul: The Loss of Moral Meaning in American Life to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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