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A rich and informative exploration of our age-old obsession with “making life.”

Could an eighteenth-century mechanical duck really digest and excrete its food? Was “the Turk,” a
celebrated chess-playing and -winning machine fabricated in 1769, a dazzling piece of fakery, or could it
actually think? Why was Thomas Edison obsessed with making a mechanical doll—a perfect woman, mass-
produced? Can a twenty-first-century robot express human emotions of its own?

Taking up themes long familiar from the realms of fairy tales and science fiction, Gaby Wood traces the
hidden prehistory of a modern idea—the thinking, hoaxes, and inventions that presaged contemporary
robotics and the current experiments with artificial intelligence. Informed by the author’s scientific and
historical research, Edison’s Eve is also a brilliant literary, cultural, and philosophical examination of the
motives that have driven human beings to pursue the creation of mechanical life, and the effects of that
pursuit—both in its successes and in its failures—on our sense of what makes us human.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the
Quest for Mechanical Life. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Brooke Jenkins:

The feeling that you get from Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the Quest for Mechanical Life is a more
deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the Quest for Mechanical
Life giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Edison's Eve: A
Magical History of the Quest for Mechanical Life instantly.

Patrick Cartwright:

The guide untitled Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the Quest for Mechanical Life is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Edison's Eve: A Magical
History of the Quest for Mechanical Life from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Shawn Clay:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Edison's Eve: A Magical History of the
Quest for Mechanical Life is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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