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Ruth Langer offers an in-depth study of the birkat haminim, a Jewish prayer for the removal of those
categories of human being who prevent the messianic redemption and the society envisioned for it. In its
earliest form, the prayer cursed Christians, apostates to Christianity, sectarians, and enemies of Israel.

Drawing on the shifting liturgical texts, polemics, and apologetics concerning the prayer, Langer traces the
transformation of the birkat haminim from what functioned without question in the medieval world as a
Jewish curse of Christians, through its early modern censorship by Christians, to its modern transformation
within the Jewish world into a general petition that God remove evil from the world. Christian censorship
played a crucial role in this transformation of the prayer; however, Langer argues that the truest
transformation in meaning resulted from Jewish integration into Western culture. Eventually, the prayer shed
its references to any specific category of human being and lost its function as a curse.

Reconciliation between Jews and Christians today requires both communities to confront a long history of
prejudice. Ruth Langer shows through the birkat haminim how the history of one liturgical text chronicled
Jewish thinking about Christians over hundreds of years.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat
HaMinim. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Joshua Little:

The book Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Cursing the
Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Wheeler:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Cursing the Christians?: A History of the
Birkat HaMinim as the daily resource information.

Rod Reese:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Cursing the
Christians?: A History of the Birkat HaMinim suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Cursing the Christians?: A History of the Birkat
HaMinimis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.



To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.
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