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In the late 1960s and early 1970s, the number of African American undergraduates at the University of
Pennsylvania grew dramatically. This book describes the circumstances surrounding the university's decision
to increase its black enrollment and the consequences that followed. Focusing on the role of black student
activism, Wayne C. Glasker traces the trajectory of controversy and debate over such issues as assimilation,
integration, black nationalism, and cultural pluralism on a single university campus.

Glasker begins his study in the late 1960s, when the university's expansion into a predominantly black
Philadelphia neighborhood precipitated a massive sit-in and protest. In response, Penn accelerated the
process of admitting more black students, doubling the number of black matriculants by September 1969.
Many came from inner city public high schools with backgrounds, ideas, and interests far different from
those of the affluent middle- and upper-class white students who constituted the majority of the
undergraduate population. As a result, the next decade was marked by recurrent tension and conflict, as black
students at Penn rejected assimilation and agitated successfully for the creation of a variety of institutions
that recognized their needs. These included an Afro-American studies program, a residence for students
interested in black culture, and a Black Student League. Following a 1978 sit-in, they won a demand for an
Inter-cultural Center and formed the United Minorities Council, and in 1986 they joined with white activists
to press the university to divest its holdings from companies doing business in South Africa.

Throughout the book Glasker interweaves two parallel stories: that of an Ivy League university wrestling
with questions of diversity, compensatory education, and the meaning of merit and qualification; and that of
black students grappling with issues of assimilation, separatism, and cultural pluralism. In the end, he argues,
the students sought to preserve their own distinctive ethnic culture, identity, and heritage while pursuing
economic upward mobility. Rather than separatism, they aspired to a form of biculturalism that involved
economic empowerment without cultural assimilation.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Eastman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African American Student
Activism at the University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990. Try to the actual book Black Students in the Ivory
Tower: African American Student Activism at the University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990 as your buddy. It
means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Laverne Jackson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African
American Student Activism at the University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990 seemed to be making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The guide Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African American Student Activism at the University
of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African American Student Activism at the
University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Willie Grajeda:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African American Student Activism at
the University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Daniel Johnson:

Precisely why? Because this Black Students in the Ivory Tower: African American Student Activism at the
University of Pennsylvania, 1967-1990 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for



you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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