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When construction of the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad began in 1867, Bolivia had lost its war with Chile,
causing it to become landlocked and unable to ship its minerals and other products from the Pacific Coast.
Since Bolivia needed to find a way to move products from the Atlantic Coast, the government decided a
railroad should be built around the Madeira River—which originates in Bolivia and travels almost 2,000
miles through Brazil to the Amazon—facilitating shipment to foreign markets via the Amazonian waterway.
Completion of the railroad was initially stalled by lack of funding, but the project was resurrected in the early
twentieth century and completed in 1912. Intended as an integral piece of the rubber export industry, the
railroad became unnecessary once the world supply of rubber moved from Brazil to Asia.

Although there have been many brief chronicles and writings about the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad over the
years, most barely scratch the surface of this incredible story. Of particular import in Tracks in the Amazon
are the photographs—which until now have rarely been seen—taken by Dana Merrill, a New York
photographer hired to document the construction of the railroad. It also includes reproductions of the Porto
Velho Marconigram, an English-language newspaper written for and by the American expatriates who lived
in the construction headquarters at Porto Velho. Because this unique railroad traversed the densest tropical
jungle on earth, more than 10,000 workers lost their lives laying the first five miles of track. The images and
descriptions of the life of the workers on the railroad illustrate the challenges of working in the jungles—the
unforgiving climate, malaria and yellow feverbearing mosquitoes, and the threat of wild animals—which
made conditions for the workers next to impossible.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Garrett:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life
of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad was making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Tracks in the
Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad is not only giving you more
new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your book. Try to make relationship with the book Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the
Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Loren Hatfield:

This Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad usually
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Tracks in the
Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Tracks in the
Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michael Thompson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tracks in the Amazon: The Day-to-Day
Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Donna Bledsoe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Tracks in the
Amazon: The Day-to-Day Life of the Workers on the Madeira-Mamoré Railroad.
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