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Widely acknowledged as the first Chilean novel, Martin Rivas (1862) by Alberto Blest Gana (1830-1920) is
at once a passionate love story and an optimistic representation of Chilean nationhood. Written shortly after a
decade of civil conflict, it is an indispensable source for understanding politics and society in nineteenth-
century Chile.
The hero of the story is Martin Rivas, an impoverished but ambitious youngster from the northern mining
region of Chile, who is entrusted by his late father to the household of a wealthy and influential member of
the Santiago elite. While living there, he falls in love with his guardian's daughter. The tale of their tortuous
but ultimately successful love affair represents the author's desire for reconciliation between Chile's
antagonistic regional and class interests. Indeed, many critics have interpreted Martin Rivas as a blueprint for
national unity that emphasizes consensus over conflict.
In addition to providing commentary about the mores of Chilean society, Blest Gana documents the
enormous gap that existed between the rich and poor classes. An invaluable text for its portrayal of
contemporary social, political, and class conditions, Martin Rivas illustrates the enriching influence that
romanticism had on nineteenth-century Chilean literature.
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Martín Rivas (Library of Latin America).

Rebecca Kurtz:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Martín Rivas (Library of Latin America) can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Erica Logan:

Martín Rivas (Library of Latin America) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Martín Rivas (Library of Latin America)
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial thinking.

Buddy Stewart:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Martín Rivas
(Library of Latin America) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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