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Do numbers and the other objects of mathematics enjoy a timeless existence independent of human minds, or
are they the products of cerebral invention? Do we discover them, as Plato supposed and many others have
believed since, or do we construct them? Does mathematics constitute a universal language that in principle
would permit human beings to communicate with extraterrestrial civilizations elsewhere in the universe, or is
it merely an earthly language that owes its accidental existence to the peculiar evolution of neuronal
networks in our brains? Does the physical world actually obey mathematical laws, or does it seem to
conform to them simply because physicists have increasingly been able to make mathematical sense of it?
Jean-Pierre Changeux, an internationally renowned neurobiologist, and Alain Connes, one of the most
eminent living mathematicians, find themselves deeply divided by these questions.

The problematic status of mathematical objects leads Changeux and Connes to the organization and function
of the brain, the ways in which its embryonic and post-natal development influences the unfolding of
mathematical reasoning and other kinds of thinking, and whether human intelligence can be simulated,
modeled,--or actually reproduced-- by mechanical means. The two men go on to pose ethical questions,
inquiring into the natural foundations of morality and the possibility that it may have a neural basis
underlying its social manifestations. This vivid record of profound disagreement and, at the same time,
sincere search for mutual understanding, follows in the tradition of Poincaré, Hadamard, and von Neumann
in probing the limits of human experience and intellectual possibility. Why order should exist in the world at
all, and why it should be comprehensible to human beings, is the question that lies at the heart of these
remarkable dialogues.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Conversations on Mind, Matter, and
Mathematics will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Mary Wing:

The feeling that you get from Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics giving you joy feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Conversations on Mind,
Matter, and Mathematics instantly.

Keri Yokum:

This book untitled Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Christopher Gobert:

Exactly why? Because this Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.
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