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Red Bird, Red Power tells the story of one of the most influential—and controversial—American Indian
activists of the twentieth century. Zitkala-Ša (1876–1938), also known as Gertrude Simmons Bonnin, was a
highly gifted writer, editor, and musician who dedicated her life to achieving justice for Native peoples.
Here, Tadeusz Lewandowski offers the first full-scale biography of the woman whose passionate
commitment to improving the lives of her people propelled her to the forefront of Progressive-era reform
movements.

Lewandowski draws on a vast array of sources, including previously unpublished letters and diaries, to
recount Zitkala-Ša’s unique life journey. Her story begins on the Dakota plains, where she was born to a
Yankton Sioux mother and a white father. Zitkala-Ša, whose name translates as “Red Bird” in English, left
home at age eight to attend a Quaker boarding school, eventually working as a teacher at Carlisle Indian
Industrial School. By her early twenties, she was the toast of East Coast literary society. Her short stories for
the Atlantic Monthly (1900) are, to this day, the focus of scholarly analysis and debate. In collaboration with
William F. Hanson, she wrote the libretto and songs for the innovative Sun Dance Opera (1913).

And yet, as Lewandowski demonstrates, Zitkala-Ša’s successes could not fill the void of her lost cultural
heritage, nor dampen her fury toward the Euro-American establishment that had robbed her people of their
land. In 1926, she founded the National Council of American Indians with the aim of redressing American
Indian grievances.

Zitkala-Ša’s complex identity has made her an intriguing—if elusive—subject for scholars. In
Lewandowski’s sensitive interpretation, she emerges as a multifaceted human being whose work entailed
constant negotiation. In the end, Lewandowski argues, Zitkala-Ša’s achievements distinguish her as a
forerunner of the Red Power movement and an important agent of change.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical
Studies Series) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Matthew Williams:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and
Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) book because book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you know.

Teresa Laureano:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Red Bird, Red
Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Red Bird,
Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and Critical Studies Series)is the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this book.

Janie Williams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Red Bird, Red Power: The Life and Legacy of Zitkala-Ša (American Indian Literature and



Critical Studies Series) when you needed it?
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