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In the last fifty or so years there has been a gradual shift of attention in scholarship on the Nibelungenlied
from reconstruction of the texts, and tracings of the poem’s multiple and complex antecedents, to
interpretation. In spite of this trend, there is still a pressing need for a critical analysis of the Nibelungenlied
as a whole that draws together its various literary qualities and examines in detail the epic’s unity, depth, and
meaning. Professor Bekker’s study provides this kind of analysis. It takes a fresh approach, viewing the
poem as a work of literary merit worthy to be read for its own sake. It traces the new designs which the poet
brings to the Nibelungen tradition and provides detailed examinations of the main aspects of technique and
structure in the epic. The approach is based on close consultation of the text, with little digression, in an
attempt to guide the reader to an understanding and appreciation of the poem as the author intended it to be
read.

Professor Bekker points out that the poet of the Nibelungenlied does not aim at psychological character
delineation and deliberately refrains from seeking to establish the various prominent figures in the epic as
individuals in the modern sense of the term. Instead, they emerge as representative figures whose
interrelationships, though interesting, are less important for the unity and meaning of the epic than are their
common relationships to the world in which they exist. The question of personal guilt or innocence becomes
irrelevant, and Professor Bekker sees the work ultimately as poetic pageant of a noble way of life and its
destruction. Symbolism, imagery, parallelism, symmetry, and other structural devices all contribute to the
design which expresses the nature of this noble life, and Professor Bekker’s book is a valuable guide to the
complex architecture of this thirteenth-century masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Chatham:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Nibelungenlied: A
Literary Analysis (Heritage) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often
the book untitled Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage)is the one of several books which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Watson:

The publication untitled Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) is the reserve that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Eleanor Gomez:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) can
be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Cherie Fidler:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Nibelungenlied: A Literary Analysis (Heritage) when you essential it?
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