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The eighteenth-century Enlightenment saw the birth of the concept of modernity - of an era which sought
legitimacy not from the past but from the future. No longer would human beings invoke the authority of
tradition; instead, the societies emerging in the West would justify themselves by their success, through the
application of scientific knowledge, in increasing control of the world. Ever since this idea of modernity was
formulated, it has provoked immense debate. In exploring this debate, Alex Callinicos provides a wide-
ranging historical and introduction to social theory which traces its connections with central themes in
modern philosophy, with the development of political economy, and with the impact of evolutionary biology
on social thought. The theorists treated include Montesquieu, Adam Smith and the Scottish Enlightenment,
Hegel, Marx, Tocqueville, Maistre, Gobineau, Darwin, Spencer, Kautsky, Nietzsche, Durkheim, Weber,
Simmel, Freud, Luk, Gramsci, Heidegger, Keynes, Hayek, Parsons, the Frankfurt School, L, Althusser,
Foucault, Habermas and Bourdieu. A concluding chapter considers the contemporary condition of social
theory including the analysis of "late modernity" by Ulrich Beck and Anthony Giddens. Alex Callinicos's
volume provides a remarkably comprehensive and lucid account of social theory. It will be essential reading
for students of politics, sociology and social and political thought.
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From reader reviews:

John Edwards:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Social Theory: A
Historical Introduction? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Roberto Garcia:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Social Theory: A
Historical Introduction is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Richard Vaccaro:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Social Theory: A Historical Introduction can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Joel Wall:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Social Theory: A Historical Introduction
is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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