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"I'll never want to draw anyone else but you. You are my muse. Without you there is no art in me."

With her pale, luminous skin and cloud of copper-colored hair, nineteen-year-old Lizzie Siddal looks nothing
like the rosy-cheeked ideal of Victorian beauty. Working in a London milliner's shop, Lizzie stitches elegant
bonnets destined for wealthier young women, until a chance meeting brings her to the attention of painter
and poet Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Enchanted both by her ethereal appearance and her artistic ambitions--quite
out of place for a shop girl--Rossetti draws her into his glittering world of salons and bohemian soirees.

Lizzie begins to sit for some of the most celebrated members of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, posing for
John Everett Millais as Shakespeare's Ophelia, for William Holman Hunt--and especially for Rossetti, who
immortalizes her in countless paintings as his namesake's beloved Beatrice. The passionate visions Rossetti
creates on canvas are echoed in their intense affair. But while Lizzie strives to establish herself as a painter
and poet in her own right, betrayal, illness, and addiction leave her struggling to save her marriage and her
sense of self.

Rita Cameron weaves historical figures and vivid details into a complex, unconventional love story, giving
voice to one of the most influential yet overlooked figures of a fascinating era--a woman who is both artist
and inspiration, long gazed upon, but until now, never fully seen.

An excerpt from Ophelia’s Muse

Rossetti stood behind the canvas, pretending to study Deverell's painting while he admired its model. Despite
Deverell's enthusiastic descriptions, Rossetti was completely unprepared for the glorious woman before him.
She seemed to be from another age, as if she had sprung to life from an antique painting of an Italian saint.
Seated before the window, her hair cast a slight golden glow in the afternoon sun, like a halo. She could not
have been more perfect if he had sculpted her from marble with his own hands. Deverell claimed that he had
found the perfect Viola, but this girl was far too beautiful to pose as some love-sick page. She was clearly
meant to sit for the great heroines of history and myth, and Rossetti vowed to paint her as a queen.

"Miss Siddal, has anyone ever told you that you were surely crafted by the gods in order to be painted? If
you don't believe that yours is a beauty for the ages, you underestimate yourself."

The force of his words struck Lizzie, and she wondered if he was serious, and if it could be true. Was this the
thing that she had always been waiting for? Was she really meant to inspire great artists? Her head buzzed
with the possibility, but the very allure of the idea felt dangerous...
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From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

This Ophelia's Muse is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Ophelia's Muse in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Mary Flynn:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Ophelia's Muse provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Kenneth Hoy:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ophelia's Muse can be the respond to, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Christina Bishop:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Ophelia's Muse or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Ophelia's Muse to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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