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This book describes the odd coalition between Germany and Finland in World War II, and their joint military
operations from 1941 to 1945. This is a topic often missing in English, though in stark contrast to the
numerous books on the shorter and less bloody Winter War. That conflict represented a gallant fight of a
democratic "David" against a totalitarian "Goliath" that caught the imagination of the world. The story of
Finland fighting alongside a "Goliath" of its own has not brought pride to that nation and was a period many
Finns would rather forget.

The prologue of this book brings the listener up to speed by briefly examining the difficult history of
Finland, from its separation from the Soviet Union in 1917 to its isolation after being bludgeoned in 1939-40.
It then examines both Finnish and German motives for forming a coalition against the USSR, and how - as
logical as a common enemy would seem - the lack of true planning and preparation would doom the alliance.
This book posits that it was mind-boggling how the highly professional German General Staff allowed itself
to accept the militarily unsound and shaky coalition that resulted. The war aims were not discussed or
harmonized, there were no campaign plans with tasks and missions spelled out past the initial assault, no
effective main effort established, inadequate force levels, and an unsound command structure with various
headquarters. Practically every rule in the book was broken. The objective of linking up with the Finns in the
Leningrad area was an important factor in Hitler opting for three main drives into the Soviet Union rather
than an earlier OKH plan that called for only two.

After describing the operations during and after Barbarossa, this book describes how the Finnish theater
became a blind ally for the Germans. Their strongest and best army was trapped both operationally and
geographically in central and northern Finland, making virtually no contribution to the war effort. The
Germans could not bring to bear enough forces to accomplish their objectives without substantial Finnish
assistance, and that was not forthcoming.

The final chapters deal with the Soviet counteroffensive against the Finns in 1944. The Finns lost all their
gains and quickly concluded a separate armistice. This left the German forces in Finland to simply vacate the
territory, fighting between the Finns and Soviets alike as they tried to return to the main war. Jointly
suffering 291,000 casualties, the only consolation was that the coalition had inflicted some 830,000 on the
Soviets.

In this book, Henrik Lunde, a former US Special Operations colonel, and the renowned author of Hitler's
Pre-emptive War: The Battle for Norway, 1940, once again fills a profound gap in our understanding of
World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Edwards:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Finland's War of Choice: The Troubled German-
Finnish Coalition in World War II. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important a book Finland's War of Choice: The Troubled German-Finnish Coalition
in World War II. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gregory Sims:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Finland's War of
Choice: The Troubled German-Finnish Coalition in World War II. All type of book would you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Rhonda Kirby:

The book with title Finland's War of Choice: The Troubled German-Finnish Coalition in World War II has
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Leonard Vega:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Finland's War of Choice: The Troubled German-Finnish
Coalition in World War II can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free
time problems.
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