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Either by chance or by the peculiar working of our constitution, the Queen Consorts of England have as a
rule been nationally important only in proportion to the influence exerted by the political tendencies which
prompted their respective marriages. England has had no Catharine or Marie de Medici, no Elizabeth
Farnese, no Catharine of Russia, no Caroline of Naples, no Maria Luisa of Spain, who, either through the
minority of their sons or the weakness of their husbands, dominated the countries of their adoption; the
Consorts of English Kings having been, in the great majority of cases, simply domestic helpmates of their
husbands and children, with comparatively small political power or ambition for themselves. Only those
whose elevation responded to tendencies of a nationally enduring character, or who represented temporarily
the active forces in a great national struggle, can claim to be powerful political factors in the history of our
country. The six Consorts of Henry VIII., whose successive rise and fall synchronised with the beginning
and progress of the Reformation in England, are perhaps those whose fleeting prominence was most
pregnant of good or evil for the nation and for civilisation at large, because they personified causes infinitely
more important than themselves.

The careers of these unhappy women have almost invariably been considered, nevertheless, from a purely
personal point of view. It is true that the many historians of the Reformation have dwelt upon the rivalry
between Katharine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn, and their strenuous efforts to gain their respective ends; but
even in their case their action has usually been regarded as individual in impulse, instead of being, as I
believe it was, prompted or thwarted by political forces and considerations, of which the Queens themselves
were only partially conscious. The lives of Henry’s Consorts have been related as if each of the six was an
isolated phenomenon that had by chance attracted the desire of a lascivious despot, and in her turn had been
deposed when his eye had fallen, equally fortuitously, upon another woman who pleased his errant fancy
better. This view I believe to be a superficial and misleading one. I regard Henry himself not as the far-
seeing statesman he is so often depicted for us, sternly resolved from the first to free his country from the
yoke of Rome, and pressing forward through a lifetime with his eyes firmly fixed upon the goal of England’s
religious freedom; but rather as a weak, vain, boastful man, the plaything of his passions, which were artfully
made use of by rival parties to forward religious and political ends in the struggle of giants that ended in the
Reformation. No influence that could be exercised over the King was neglected by those who sought to lead
him, and least of all that which appealed to his uxoriousness; and I hope to show in the text of this book how
each of his wives in turn was but an instrument of politicians, intended to sway the King on one side or the
other. Regarded from this point of view, the lives of these six unhappy Queens assume an importance in
national history which cannot be accorded to them if they are considered in the usual light as the victims of a
strong, lustful tyrant, each one standing apart, and in her turn simply the darling solace of his hours of
dalliance...
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From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Wives
of Henry VIII (Illustrated)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Victor Willis:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They
have to answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this The
Wives of Henry VIII (Illustrated) to read.

Carlos Lauzon:

Often the book The Wives of Henry VIII (Illustrated) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book The Wives of Henry VIII (Illustrated) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ann Reiter:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Wives of Henry VIII
(Illustrated) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes The Wives of Henry VIII (Illustrated) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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