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Today we usually think of a book of poems as composed by a poet, rather than assembled or adapted by a
network of poets and readers. But the earliest European vernacular poetries challenge these assumptions.
Medieval songbooks remind us how lyric poetry was once communally produced and received—a
collaboration of artists, performers, live audiences, and readers stretching across languages and societies.

The only comparative study of its kind, Songbook treats what poetry was before the emergence of the
modern category “poetry”: that is, how vernacular songbooks of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries shaped
our modern understanding of poetry by establishing expectations of what is a poem, what is a poet, and what
is lyric poetry itself. Marisa Galvez analyzes the seminal songbooks representing the vernacular traditions of
Occitan, Middle High German, and Castilian, and tracks the process by which the songbook emerged from
the original performance contexts of oral publication, into a medium for preservation, and, finally, into an
established literary object. Galvez reveals that songbooks—in ways that resonate with our modern practice of
curated archives and playlists—contain lyric, music, images, and other nonlyric texts selected and ordered to
reflect the local values and preferences of their readers. At a time when medievalists are reassessing the
historical foundations of their field and especially the national literary canons established in the nineteenth
century, a new examination of the songbook’s role in several vernacular traditions is more relevant than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in
Medieval Europe was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval
Europe is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe. You never truly feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Kevin Jakubowski:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works
to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy
it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
with you if you take Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe as the daily resource
information.

Eric Baur:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe, you are able to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Joseph Chitwood:

Beside this particular Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be



questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from now!
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