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Looks at how various factions used the tradition that scholars were the “heirs of the Prophet” during the
classical period of Islam (570–1258 CE).

After the death of the Prophet Muhammad, different religious factions within the Muslim community laid
claim to the Prophet’s legacy. Drawing on research from Sunni and Shiite literature, Liyakat N. Takim
explores how these various groups, including the caliphs, scholars, Sufi holy men, and the Shiite imams and
their disciples, competed to be the Prophetic heirs. The book also illustrates how the tradition of the “heirs of
the Prophet” was often a polemical tool used by its bearers to demand obedience and loyalty from the
Muslim community by imposing an authoritative rendition of texts, beliefs, and religious practices. Those
who did not obey were marginalized and demonized. While examining the competition for Muhammad’s
charismatic authority, Takim investigates the Shiite self-understanding of authority and argues that this was
an important factor in the formation of a distinct Shiite leadership. The Heirs of the Prophet also provides a
new understanding of textual authority in Islam by examining authority construction and the struggle for
legitimacy evidenced in Islamic biographical dictionaries.

“The Heirs of the Prophet provides an intelligent introduction to the Imams’ disciples during this stage in
Twelver salvation history, offering a coherent overview of their activities and relationship with the Imams. In
its approach to questions of religious authority and orthodoxy in Islam, the study stands out as exceptional.”
— The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences

“…perhaps the most important contribution … to current scholarship on early Shiism.” — Bulletin of the
School of Oriental and African Studies

“This book is very well written and demonstrates a vast knowledge and intimate familiarity with both
primary and secondary sources on the topic of the Shiite imams and their deputies. Takim’s exploration of
how authority was constructed and made legitimate in early Shiite biographies, exegeses, legal theories,
kalam, and the like, forges new ground in the field.” — Kathryn Kueny, author of The Rhetoric of Sobriety:
Wine in Early Islam
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Blalock:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Heirs of the
Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite Islam? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeffrey Roybal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Heirs
of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite Islam to read.

Jackie Frost:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Heirs of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite Islam
book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer associated with The Heirs of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite
Islam content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Heirs of the
Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite Islam is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Norma Barnes:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be The Heirs of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi'ite Islam.
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