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Now available in paperback, this book offers an innovative revaluation of Oscar Wilde's two collections of
fairy tales, The Happy Prince and Other Tales (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891). Providing a
comprehensive account of Wilde's familiarity with Irish folklore, this study challenges the prevailing
consensus that the stories draw heavily on such material. By emphasizing Wilde's own stated views on the
subject - and so contesting the assumption that he simply shared the well-documented interests of his parents,
Sir William Wilde and Lady Jane Wilde ('Speranza') - the book relocates the stories within a variety of
literary, cultural, and narrative traditions, both Irish and European. Acknowledging Wilde's often ambivalent
and ambiguous statements about his Irish national identity, Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts
offers a more nuanced understanding of the importance of Ireland to Wilde's art. The detailed readings of the
fairy tales show that despite the stories' continuing appeal to children, Oscar Wilde intended his fairy tales
for a predominantly adult audience. The book also demonstrates the ways in which, despite their eerie and
disturbing content, these fairy tales reaffirmed conservative values. *** This superb analysis...presents a new
and persuasive reading of Wilde's fairy tales...Highly recommended. -- Choice *** A neglected aspect of
Wilde's oeuvre comes more clearly into focus in Anne Markey's useful study.... -- SEL Studies in English
Literature 1500-1900, The Nineteenth Century [Subject: Literary Criticism, Irish Studies]
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From reader reviews:

Nick McAllister:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and
Contexts will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Geneva Milbourn:

Beside this Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with
read it from currently!

Timothy Wingo:

You can find this Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Anthony Muller:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts when you required it?
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