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Elizabeth Stoddard was a gifted writer of fiction, poetry, and journalism; successfully published within her
own lifetime; esteemed by such writers as William Dean Howells and Nathaniel Hawthorne; and situated at
the epicenter of New York's literary world. Nonetheless, she has been almost excluded from literary memory
and importance. This book seeks to understand why. By reconsidering Stoddard’s life and work and her
current marginal status in the evolving canon of American literary studies, it raises important questions about
women’s writing in the 19th century and canon formation in the 20th century.
 
Essays in this study locate Stoddard in the context of her contemporaries, such as Dickinson and Hawthorne,
while others situate her work in the context of major 19th-century cultural forces and issues, among them the
Civil War and Reconstruction, race and ethnicity, anorexia and female invalidism, nationalism and localism,
and incest. One essay examines the development of Stoddard's work in the light of her biography, and others
probe her stylistic and philosophic originality, the journalistic roots of her voice, and the elliptical themes of
her short fiction. Stoddard’s lifelong project to articulate the nature and dynamics of woman's subjectivity,
her challenging treatment of female appetite and will, and her depiction of the complex and often ambivalent
relationships that white middle-class women had to their domestic spaces are also thoughtfully considered.
 
The editors argue that the neglect of Elizabeth Stoddard's contribution to American literature is a compelling
example of the contingency of critical values and the instability of literary history. This study asks the
question, “Will Stoddard endure?” Will she continue to drift into oblivion or will a new generation of readers
and critics secure her tenuous legacy?
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this American Culture, Canons, and the Case of
Elizabeth Stoddard.

Timothy King:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this American Culture, Canons, and the Case
of Elizabeth Stoddard to read.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this American Culture, Canons,
and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Helen Rios:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this American Culture,
Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard.
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