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Since at least the Middle Ages, the laws of war have distinguished between combatants and civilians under
an injunction now formally known as the principle of distinction. The principle of distinction is invoked in
contemporary conflicts as if there were an unmistakable and sure distinction to be made between combatant
and civilian. As is so brutally evident in armed conflicts, it is precisely the distinction between civilian and
combatant, upon which the protection of civilians is founded, cannot be taken as self-evident or stable. Helen
M. Kinsella documents that the history of international humanitarian law itself admits the difficulty of such a
distinction.

In The Image Before the Weapon, Kinsella explores the evolution of the concept of the civilian and how it
has been applied in warfare. A series of discourses?including gender, innocence, and civilization? have
shaped the legal, military, and historical understandings of the civilian and she documents how these
discourses converge at particular junctures to demarcate the difference between civilian and combatant.
Engaging with works on the law of war from the earliest thinkers in the Western tradition, including St.
Thomas Aquinas and Christine de Pisan, to contemporary figures such as James Turner Johnson and Michael
Walzer, Kinsella identifies the foundational ambiguities and inconsistencies in the principle of distinction, as
well as the significant role played by Christian concepts of mercy and charity.

She then turns to the definition and treatment of civilians in specific armed conflicts: the American Civil War
and the U.S.-Indian Wars of the nineteenth century, and the civil wars of Guatemala and El Salvador in the
1980s. Finally, she analyzes the two modern treaties most influential for the principle of distinction: the 1949
IV Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Times of War and the 1977
Protocols Additional to the 1949 Conventions, which for the first time formally defined the civilian within
international law. She shows how the experiences of the two world wars, but particularly World War II, and
the Algerian war of independence affected these subsequent codifications of the laws of war.

As recognition grows that compliance with the principle of distinction to limit violence against civilians
depends on a firmer grasp of its legal, political, and historical evolution, The Image before the Weapon is a
timely intervention in debates about how best to protect civilian populations.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

This book untitled The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant
and Civilian to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.

Wendy Hartnett:

This The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian is
brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having little digest in reading this The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction
between Combatant and Civilian can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for
your better life and also knowledge.

Andrea Lampkin:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant
and Civilian we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between
Combatant and Civilian. You can more appealing than now.

Randy Jones:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Image before the Weapon: A
Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be



initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Image before
the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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