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Sweet Chariot is a pathbreaking analysis of slave families and household composition in the nineteenth-
century South. Ann Malone presents a carefully drawn picture of the ways in which slaves were constituted
into families and households within a community and shows how and why that organization changed through
the years. Her book, based on massive research, is both a statistical study over time of 155 slave
communities in twenty-six Louisiana parishes and a descriptive study of three plantations: Oakland, Petite
Anse, and Tiger Island.

Malone first provides a regional analysis of family, household, and community organization. Then, drawing
on qualitative sources, she discusses patterns in slave family household organization, identifying the most
significant ones as well as those that consistantly acted as indicators of change. Malone shows that slave
community organization strongly reflected where each community was in its own developmental cycle,
which in turn was influenced by myriad factors, ranging from impersonal economic conditions to the
arbitrary decisions of individual owners. She also projects a statistical model that can be used for
comparisons with other populations.

The two persistent themes that Malone uncovers are the mutability and yet the constancy of Louisiana slave
household organization. She shows that the slave family and its extensions, the slave household and
community, were far more diverse and adaptable than previously believed. The real strength of the slave
comunity was its multiplicity of forms, its tolerance for a variety of domestic units and its adaptability. She
finds, for example, that the preferred family form consisted of two parents and children but that all types of
families and households were accepted as functioning and contributing members of the slave community.

"Louisiana slaves had a well-defined and collective vision of the structure that would serve them best and an
iron determination to attain it, " Malone observes. "But along with this constancy in vision and perseverance
was flexibility. Slave domestic forms in Louisiana bent like willows in the wind to keep from shattering. The
suppleness of their forms prevented domestic chaos and enabled most slave communities to recover from
even serious crises."
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The publication untitled Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century
Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the
e-book of Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred
W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Charles Denzer:

The particular book Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana
(Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Bernard Lewis:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and
Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) is
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Juan Gilbert:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Sweet Chariot: Slave Family
and Household Structure in Nineteenth-Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Sweet Chariot: Slave Family and Household Structure in Nineteenth-
Century Louisiana (Fred W.Morrison Series in Southern Studies) can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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