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It may be that the song most baby boomers identify from July 1956 is a simple twelve-bar blues, hyped on
national television by a twenty-one-year-old Elvis Presley and his handlers. But it is a very different song,
with its elongated fourteen-bar choruses of rhythm and dissonance, played on the night of July 7, 1956, by a
fifty-seven-year-old Duke Ellington and his big band that got everybody on their feet and moving as one.
More than fifty years later, "Diminuendo and Crescendo in Blue," recorded at the 1956 Newport Jazz
Festival, still makes a profound statement about postwar America - how we got there and where it all
went."Backstory in Blue" is a behind-the-scenes look at this epic moment in American cultural history. It is
the story of who and what made Ellington's composition so compelling and how one piece of music reflected
the feelings and shaped the sensibilities of the postwar generation. As John Fass Morton explains, it was
music expressed as much by those who performed offstage as by those who performed on.Written from the
point of view of the audience, this unique account draws on interviews with fans and music professionals of
all kinds who were there and whose lives were touched, and in some cases changed, by the experience.
Included are profiles of George Avakian, who recorded and produced Ellington at Newport 1956; Paul
Gonsalves, the tenor sax player responsible for the legendary twenty-seven choruses that enabled the rebirth
of Ellington's career; and the "Bedford Blonde," Elaine Anderson, whose dance ignited both the band and the
crowd.Duke Ellington once remarked, "I was born at Newport." Here we learn that Newport was much more
than the turning point for Ellington's career. It was the tipping point for a generation and a musical genre.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Miller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Backstory in Blue:
Ellington at Newport '56? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Terry Kline:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Backstory in Blue:
Ellington at Newport '56 to read.

Gary Landrum:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Backstory in Blue: Ellington at
Newport '56 is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joe Garner:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Backstory in Blue:
Ellington at Newport '56 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Backstory in Blue: Ellington at Newport '56is a single of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.
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